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day are anti-Liberal; and, on this account, It is supremely
ridiculous to endeavour to put them outside the pale of his-
tory, as though history were a preserve set aside for Liberal-
ism and its adepts, as though Liberalism were the last word
in civilization beyond which no man can go.

" A party wielding totalitarian rule over a nation is a
new departure in history. There are no points of reference
or comparison. From beneath the ruins of Liberal, Socialist,
and Democratic doctrines, Fascism recovers the elements
which are still vital. It rejects the idea of a doctrine suited
to all times and peoples. Political doctrines pass, nations
remain.

" The keystone of the Fascist doctrine is its conception of
the State. The State is absolute, individuals and groups are
relative,

" The Fascist State is not a night-watchman, solicitous only
of the personal safety of the citizens, nor is it organized ex-
clusively for the purpose of guaranteeing a certain degree of
material prosperity and relatively peaceful conditions of life;
a board of directors could do that. The State guarantees the
safety of the country at home and abroad, and it also safe-
guards and hands down the spirit of the people, elaborated
through the ages in its language, its customs, its faith.

tf< The State is not only the present, it is also the past, and
above all the future. Transcending the individual's brief
spell of life, the State stands for the inherent conscience of
the nation.

" Never before have the nations thirsted for authority,
direction, order, as they do now. If every age has its own
doctrine, then numberless signs point out Fascism as the doc-
trine of our age,"

The conclusion Is now out-of-date.   The average citizen
of Italy, as of Germany, has had his glut of authority,

direction, and order, and would now like to drink his
wine or beer in peace. Adults In totalitarian States are
tired of hero-worship, and bored with propaganda. The
pendulum Is swinging, if not towards democracy as we

know it, at least away from Caesarism.